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What is a Foster Carer?
As a hedgehog rescue we very often get asked “What is a Foster Carer?”
Well, as a foster carer you actually have one of the most important jobs within the National Exotic Hedgehog Rescue.

Any hedgehogs coming into the rescue need to go somewhere right? Well that’s where our team of trusted foster carers come in! They take the hog into their care from whatever background the hog may have come from. We make no judgments on this, as you can understand they come into the rescue from many different backgrounds. So this may include travelling to and from a hedgehog in need or the hedgehog may be close by and able to be dropped off to a carer.

Next the foster carer assesses the hedgehog, checking its health, overall health check, getting to know the hedgehog’s personality, any likes or dislikes and gaining trust etc. if there is an immediate problem noticed or problems noticed over time then we should be contacted immediately and a vet trip or any treatment funded for by us, as well as constant advice is readily available by us and our team of supporters on our facebook.

Foster carers keep us updated with any progress with health, trust, trying new foods etc. so we can post to our facebook and show how well the hedgehogs in foster are doing. Photos and a description will be put together and sent across to us by the foster carer to make a “homeless hog profile” this is for any future adopters to see which hogs are near them, who is still “homeless” and who they could potentially adopt.

When the time comes that the foster hedgehog is ready to leave we give the future adopters the foster carers details to contact them and arrange a collection between the two of them. We do ask that we are kept updated in all of this to ensure it runs smoothly and help if needed.
e from us whenever you need it, and a massive group of hedgehog friends we call our supporters on here are also always here.
Our foster carers are the most important people to us, and we need more of them!
Think you are able to do this? or would like more information, Please do just send an email to us here: exotichedgehogrescuecarers@Hotmail.co.uk What is needed to be a Foster Carer?
All we ask for is:
Time – Time to help get to know the hedgehog in foster care, time to allow the hedgehog to trust you (this doesn’t happen overnight!)
Setups – If you have setups, fantastic! But please ensure they are the correct size and type for hedgehogs. If you do not have a setup we cannot sent any possible hedgehogs to you.
Questions! – Seriously ask away! If you are unsure on anything, ask us. If you need help, tell us! We are only a message/email/text away and we will respond as soon as we can!
Care – you must adhere to the best possible hedgehog care (feel free to read our caresheet)
Updates – We need updates to help advice you with any problems, to update our supporters who fund us, to keep everyone in the know and keep our rescue running smoothly as possible.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Feel like you can do all of this? Brilliant! Email us asking for our forms here: exotichedgehogrescuecarers@hotmail.co.uk  
We look forward to hearing from you very soon! 
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